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Held via zoom on 3/12/26 @10:30am

Bonnie Rice mentioned the NYS Department of Labor's Summer Teacher Ambassador Program.  Teachers can enroll to earn $34/hour working during the summer to learn more about the workforce issues of today.  More information is available online at https://dol.ny.gov/teacher-ambassador-program-1 

Bonnie then said the WDB Innovative Employment Committee is planning its second annual Career Exploration Fair on 10/21/26 from 9am to noon at the ON BOCES Conference & Technology Center.  The first event was very well received, with over 80 students with disabilities attending.  Employers brought hands-on activities or demonstrations to get students excited about career fields they may not have considered post-high school.  Please let Bonnie know of any businesses that may be interested in attending this year.

Bonnie said the Request for Proposals for Youth Payroll Services, RFP 2026-30, has been released and we are seeking proposals to serve as the Employer of Record for our TANF YEP, TANF SYEP, and WIOA Youth work experience programs.  Please refer interested bidders to www.bidnetdirect.com to learn more.

Dawn Cody provided updates regarding the three youth programs.  TANF YEP Grant:  96 youth are enrolled and receiving a paid work experience.  Grant runs from 9/1/25 to 6/30/26.  TANF SYEP Grant:  SYEP applications were officially released yesterday and will be distributed to local high schools, posted on www.worksource1.com, and in the Lockport Employment & Training Department Office.  WIOA Youth Grant:  Current program year limit is 60 youth to be enrolled and we are approaching that number.  Program year runs from 7/1/25 to 6/30/26.

Tiffany VanDeMark discussed the services offered through Hillside, which has received an OCFS grant for the next four years.  The Hillside program is for relative care givers or non-relative care givers for youth who are not with their parents any more.  They provide services specialized to the family to address their needs.  They can assist with filling out forms, advocacy for the youth, stress support, mental health referrals, and financial support.  Services are at no cost to the family.  Tiffany shared her contact information in the chat box.  Dawn and Tiffany plan to meet to discuss ways they can collaborate in the future.  Bonnie asked Tiffany to share a flyer with her services so we can reach out to other agencies that may benefit.  Dawn will also connect Tiffany to meetings that engage our community partners, including the Lockport Family Focus Group through Gregg Lewis Foundation.

Next Meeting:  The next Youth Committee meeting will be held 5/7/26 at 10:30am via Zoom.
Hope to see you all there!
